





who have relatively new histories but are potentially
competing, for similar job or similar skill level jobs?

MR. PERERA: What the Right to the City frame
has done is allowed us to have a common dialogue
between those communities. In the story | told you
about the housing victory in the African American
community, the members there received their Right
to the City based on their historic relationship

“This frame can bring together people across race lines,
cultural lines, class lines and foster understanding about
Interconnected fates in the city.”

over decades to that land in that community. In

a nearby neighborhood, we have another Latino
organization, mostly Caribbean and Central-
American folks. And their neighborhood is also being
gentrified, but they are much more recent arrivals

to the city. And they are fighting for rights based

on the fact that they're working in the city. The
premise is, if | work here and I’'m actually helping to
build the city, why should | be pushed out of it?

MS. HELLER: What's compelling to me is the
idea that this frame can bring together people across
race lines, cultural lines, and class lines and foster
understanding about interconnected fates in the city.
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MR. PERERA: Yes, but we haven’t worked it all
out. In this case, the migrant workers are basing
their right to the city on helping to create the city;
and the African American community is basing

its right on the historical relationship to the land.
Well, those two rights could also be in competition
with each other. As Latinos move into the African
American community, how does the right to live in
the place that you work relate to someone’s historical
relationship to that area? There are no easy answers.

But the frame has allowed us to actually talk about
it in that way, which also helps us have a historical
understanding. Why is the African American
community there, for example? They migrated for
work, from Georgia and Alabama, to build the
railroad to transport agriculture to the north. And
their original right to that land was because they
were there to work, right? And in that process,
Native Americans, who originally occupied that
land, were displaced. Well, the migrants were
pushed from their lands as well, so it provides a
frame to have that conversation, to figure out a
relationship between these rights, understanding
the common roots and what we're up against.

MS. HELLER: And common humanity.

MR. PERERA: And common humanity. | mean,
ultimately, the Right to the City frame is trying to
urbanize and make very practical the human rights
frame. It's taking this general declaration of human
rights and making it real to people who live in cities.
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION

YOU CAN BE A PART OF THIS
ONGOING CONVERSATION.

At Tides Foundation, we have a history of
bringing together people, resources, and
ideas for positive social change.

You can learn more—and contribute ideas—about
how we can maximize the potential of our
network of partners through shared knowledge,
gatherings, and collective grantmaking.

Contact us at: Right2City@tides.org

Momentum conferences:

You can also find out more about our
Momentum conferences at Tides by searching
for “Momentum” at www.tidesfoundation.org

Our conferences aim to:
e Build a diverse, inclusive community of
philanthropists, activists, and other change agents.

e Engage in conversation and critical dialogue
across the spectrum of issues and strategies.

e Forge partnerships to create momentum
for social change.

We are currently preparing for Momentum
Leadership Conference 2008. Check our
website for up to date information or contact
us at: info@tides.org or 415.561.6400
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http://www.tidesfoundation.org/
mailto:info@tides.org

THIS PUBLICATION

THE RIGHT TO THE CITY IS PART OF TIDES
FOUNDATION’S SERIES OF PUBLICATIONS ABOUT
PROGRESSIVE ISSUES AND SOCIAL CHANGE.

Other publications include:

Changing the Social Climate:

How global warming affects economic justice,
the future of the progressive movement, and
whether your child walks to school.

Global Change:
A Donor’s Guide to International Grantmaking

The Momentum Papers:
Funding Strategies for the Progressive Movement

Arcing Toward Justice:
The Evolution of the Living Wage Movement

Words That Work:
Messaging for Economic Justice

You can download these publications at
www.tidesfoundation.org/resources

Tides helps forward thinking philanthropists,
foundations, activists, and organizations work with
greater efficiency, insight, and impact to make the
world a better place. We are a group of nonprofits
that brings together people, resources, and an overall
vision for creating a healthy and just society—a
society based on principles of social justice, broadly
shared economic opportunity, a robust democratic
process, and sustainable environmental practices.

Tides Foundation brings together people,

resources, and vision through donor advised
philanthropy, Tides Initiatives, funding collaboratives,
gatherings and learning opportunities, foundation
management services, comprehensive and

flexible program services, and a framework for
strengthening the progressive movement.

For more information about Tides Foundation,
visit us at www.tidesfoundation.org
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